Traditions of the YeziHes
All this is Yezidi country, and the first of their peculiar
tombs, with the squat, white-fluted steeple, is on a ridge
near *Ain Sifiieh. "We have seen their men on the plain
below, dressed voluminously in white, with red turbans
on their^heads, and loose locks that give a witchlike expres-
sion to the long face and pointed chin of the race.
They are a peaceful agricultural people used to per-
secution. The respect paid to the Devil in most countries
is unofficial, and the Yezidis are mere unbelievers to the
Moslem, not People of the Book, like Jew or Christian.
Historically their records do not go back very far. Shaikh
'Adi himself is supposed to have lived some time in the
twelfth century, and his predecessors are vague and half
mythical. The local tradition has It that they are a remnant
of the Ommayads, and that their worship of Sataa
originated in a dictum of their saint, who once said: " Curse
no one, not even the devil." Their choice of a patron
has given them peculiar and harmless superstitions, such
as their dislike of blue, the divine colour, and their avoid-
ance of lettuce and radishes, two plants which refused to
hide Satan beneath their leaves when he fled from the
Almighty. Actually they probably belong to some very
old pre-Islamic and pre-Christian worship, and as we
climb up by one fold after another into deeper and more
rocky recesses of the valley and into greater solitude, we
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